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Dictionary allll Grammar of five endangered Ianguages releasetl by SU

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 22 Nov:

ictionary and Grammar of endan-

gered languages of Bhujel, Gu-
rung, Magar, Rai-Rokdung and Sherpa
published by Centre of Endangered
Languages, Siklim University were
released here on Tuesday.

In a function held here this af-
ternoon, Dictionary and Grammar
of five endangered languages were
jointly released by Sikkim Univer-
sity Vice Chanceller, Prof Avinash
Khare, Padmashree Prof GN Devy,
Fr George Thadathil, Dr SK Rai, P
Rai, Prof Kabita Lama, Dr SK Gu-
rung, Prof Sathyanarayanan and
Dr Samar Sinha.

The Centre for Endangered
Languages, Sikkim University [CEL,
SU] established in 2016 and funded
by the University Grants Commis-
sion to safeguard the endangered
languages of Sikkim and North
Bengal to complement the national
and the international endeavours to
document, preserve and promote
the endangered languages.

Itis informed that the CEL, SU
is a part of the Northeast cluster
with the CFEL, Rajiv Gandhi Uni-
versity, Arunachal Pradesh and the
CEL, Tezpur University, Assam. It
is added that of the more than 35
endangered languages of the said
region, CEL, SU began to docu-

ment the five different endangered
languages, Bhujel, Magar, Gurung,
Sherpa and Rai-Rokdung in col-
laboration with the various indig-
enous communities. Similar initia-
tive to d the d

linguists and researchers interest-
ed in these languages and also to
give the basics of these languages
as spoken in Sikkim. In addition to
it, the SU has also published
the di and lexicons of

£
languages of Sikkim, Sikkim's
Endangered Language Documen-
tation project (SELDP), funded
by the North Eastern Council has
been documenting three major
Kirati languages Kulung, Bantawa
bu.

It is informed that on the basis
of the data collected from the com-
munities through fieldwork, the
CEL, SU has published grammar
of Magar, Rai-Rokdung, Sherpa
and Gurung, which are primarily
aimed to be a sketch grammar for

Bhujel, Magar, Gurung, Sherpa and
Rai-Rokdung.

The dictionaries of these five dif-
reremlangungesmnmln anumberof
ation about the words
.md phrases used by the speakers of
these languages. Some of the publi-
cations are first ever publications in
these languages. It also marks the
culmination of the efforts of the CEL,
SU in its first phase of documenta-
tion, and the second phase is keenly
awaited by the researchers and the
indigenous communities whose

languages are endangered in vary-
ing degrees. In order to increment
the efforts for rejuvenation of the
languages, the CEL, SU has devel-
aped an Android application of the
Dictionary of Bhujel, Magar, Gurung,
Sherpa and Rai-Rokdung which can
be freely downloaded as a multi-
modal Android app from the Sikkim
University website. Similarly, the

is also hosted by the Central Library,
Sikkim University. For more techni-
«cal and academic collaborations, the
CEL, SU has an Mol with the Univer-
sity of North Texas related to the in-
digenous endangered languages of
Sikkim and North Bengal.

The release function was fol-

lowed by a felicitation by the
Vice-Chancellor Prof Avinash
Khare to Information Scientist,
Teesta- Indus Central Library,
Sikkim University Manish Soni
for his work and diligent efforts
that he has put into making the
India’s first archive of the endan-
gered languages Sikkim-Darjecling
Himalayas Endangered Language
Archive (SIDHELA).

In his address, Prof Avinash
Khare appreciated the hard work
done by Centre for Endangered
Languages Sikkim University and
expressed his appreciation to en-
tire team of Centre for Endangered
Languages, Sikkim University for
setting up a benchmark by devel-
oping Archive, publishing diction-

aries and grammars of five differ-
ent languages and also introducing
a language- Rokdung to the world,
He also congratulated for excellent
work done by CEL and extended
his good wishes to carry such work
in the coming future as well.

Likewise, a talk on 'Endan-
gered languages, State, Communi-
ties and National Education Policy’
by Padmashree Prof GN Devy was
organised by Sikkim's Endangered
Language Documentation project
(SELDP) in collaboration with Na-
tional Education Policy Commit-
tee, Sikkim University. This session
was chaired by Prof Kabita Lama.

Prof Devy is well known for his
social and linguistic works on the
vulnerable communities and he is
also the Sahitya Akademi Award
winner for his book After Amne-
sia, and the chief editor of Peoples’
Linguistic Survey of India.

His talk was warmly received
by the audience consisting of the
students, the scholars and the fac-
ulty members of Sikkim Universi-
ty, Kanchenjunga State University,
SRM University; various ethnic as-
sociations of Sikkim, general pub-
lic and other organisations,

The programme ended with
the presentation of vote of thanks
by Coordinator CEL Dr Samar
Sinha.
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B.RELIHION

O Social rules and regulation
of Mundhum oral ‘scripture’ and a
religious book.

0 The high god of the Limbu s
called Tagera Ningwaphumang

1
0 Tegera Ningwaphuma is worship as
the goddess Yuma Sammang

have their own distinct

ng
Limbus, their follower are Yumaism

QA Yumaism is & monotheistic refigion.
Monotlieistic refigion. is the belief in
theism that enly one God or Goddess

g wAifren foiq, seaemrE faurn, fafeea fazafaena,
TTels gRT Seiq o qd SR qd wepfas R araf

po—

1 | 3 It i o b .| ) G50 ol i Uit |

INTRODU CTION

Sikkim, the land of beautiful
Mountaing, happens to be ane of
th emallest states of India

& In spite of having a small
g o
special identity due 10 s rich
culture and MUSIC,

+ The rich culture of Sikkim can be
e o

primaily, the
‘and the Nepalis.
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