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Concept Note
Nepali Literary Criticism : Current Trends and Challenges
May 2 and 3, 2018
Sikkim University, Gangtok in collaboration with Nepal Academy, Kathmandu

In the post-modern world, Nepali literary criticism has its own domain in the modern literary tradition.
This domain is represented in both theory and criticism written by mainstream language critics. The
efforts of critical writings by mainstream language writers in various genres have substantially
contributed in a literary discourse of entire Nepali literature and created a shared national literary
identity of both India and Nepal.

The Department of Nepali, School of Languages & Literature, Sikkim University in collaboration with
Nepal Academy, Kathmandu is going to organize a Two-day International Seminar on Nepali Literary
Criticism : Current Trends and Challenges to discuss the issues regarding challenges for writers and
critics and also various ways to study different trends and movements of Nepali Literary Criticism.

The tradition of Nepali literary criticism begins from the trend of biographical criticism with the
biography of Poet Bhanu Bhakta Aacharya (1891 A.D) by Motiram Bhatta. In this biographical writing,
Motiram Bhatta clearly mentions that there are two types of poets — one is natural and the other is
artificial. He regards Bhanu Bhakta as a pioneer poet of Nepali literature, because he is a natural poet.
Since then, Nepali critics are proceeding to examine works of literature in many ways. Now it has
become a veracious time to appraise the nature and function, forms and types of Nepali literary
criticism.

The nature and function of literary criticism is to judge on works of literature and to examine its
excellences and defects and finally to evaluate its artistic worth. However, it is not as simple as we think.
In present situation of global village and cyber culture, our judgments are confronted with a host of
conflicting views, theories and definitions. Therefore, in order to comprehend the diversity of literary
criticism, the proposed seminar would encourage young scholars to present papers on various areas of
criticism in all its forms and types —formalistic, impressionistic, biographical, theoretical, historical,
evaluative, comparative, textual, psychological, sociological-marxist, archetypal, reader-response,
gender or any form in which the Nepali literary criticism is reflected. Unlike the other genres of
literature, criticism is also not far from readers. The enthusiastic participants in the seminar may render
values of criticism and the present phenomenon will be reflected in the seminar.



The Seminar paper should be written in Nepali Language.



